Ultrasound examinations were performed with 3.5 or 5 MHz transducers on 13 patients with femoral neck fractures.
There were 6 trochanteric fractures and 7 intracapsular fractures.
The examination was performed on bilateral hips. The hip were in neutral position and the transducer was in the saggital plane alnog the axis of the femoral neck. We could examine 4 patients when they visitted to our hospital. The hematoma was seen in 2 hips with trochanteric fractures, and the expansion of the articular capsule was seen in one hip with intracapsular fracture. The fracture was found in all patients.
The other 9 patients were examined just before the operation. Three of the 5 patients with intracapsular fractures, and one of the 4 patients with trochanteric fractures revealed the swelling around the hip joint.
The fracture line was permitted in all cases. Ultrasonographic examination seems be useful for the confirmation of the presence of hematoma or soft tissue injury.
